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From our CEO
September the 14th was the
International Greenkeepers Day and
I must tip my cap to our very own

Stuart Ross for his continued efforts
to make our course magnificent.
Stuart has been at Houghton Golf

Club longer than any of our staff
members and really is part of the
golf course structure. Many of us
underestimate and don’t
understand the knowledge needed
to make all aspects of a golf course
work. I can tell you that Stuart is
regarded as one of the best in the
country. We are proud to work

together with him, he has a wicked

sense of humor and is a great part of
our team. Thank you Stuart! 

This coming Wednesday the 22nd of
September all of our staff eligible for
their 2nd jabs will be vaxxed. We

have a couple of younger staff who

have just received their 1st jabs and 
I’m proud to say our staff
compliment, including caddies, will

then be fully vaccinated. The club
has been arranging the Pfizer jab for
onsite vaccinations although a few
of our staff arranged their own J&J
jabs. Well done Team Houghton! 

As we see the majority of us have
being vaxxed and as mentioned by
the Captain later in this letter we

feel that a couple of things can soon
change on the course. One of those
is bunker rakes. I hear many of our
members asking for bunker rakes to
be replaced and we will be taking
this under consideration once
bunker works are completed. Just
remember, Rake & Sanitise! 
As the driving range sees more and
more usage and in an effort to
speed up ball collection on the
range, the club purchased a ball
picker and as you can see, Philemon

is ecstatic. He says he was getting
tired of being used as target practice
when picking up balls by hand. By
the way, in his spare time, Philemon

is a sound engineer for his brother
who is known as DJ Contemonation.
Rock’n’Roll Philemon. 
So as we move into October and fair
weather is upon us, it won’t be long
before we get some rain and the
course will once again be back to
pristine condition. Until then, get
vaxxed and take care, 

ROBBY RICHARDSON
CEO
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The Course
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Bunkers are still the main focus

each and every day, various little

projects are being completed

before moving on to the next

stage of the bunker revamp.

With rains imminent, I have

focused 80% of the staff on

sieving as we can't wash wet

silica as easily as dry silica. If the

sand does get wet the

subsequent washing process is

slowed considerably. 

Progress is good and the team is

pushing ahead. It is still worth

noting that no real bunker

maintenance is taking place as

we are still in the “construction

phase” so please bear with us.

Once we have completed the

bunkers, I will have dedicated

staff overseeing the course

bunkers.

STUART ROSS
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT

The maintenance team

completed a double hollow tine

at the beginning of this month, I

think it went rather well and if

required, we will definitely do

this “double tine” next year. 

The holes are recovering nicely

and we are already cutting on

3mm just 10 days after. We have

already fertilized the greens

twice with quick-release

nitrogen in combination with

other nutrients that were

shorting in the soil analysis. 

 With temperatures picking up

they should recover nicely.

A visit to the maintenance yard

and you’d be forgiven thinking

you were in the Namibian

desert.  



THE PERFECT

SPACE FOR ANY

OCCASSION

H
oughton

 Golf Club

The  Execut iv e  Su i t e

The  Deck
Accommodate up to 300 guests
Noise level limit
Perfect outdoor space
Engagements
Weddings
Team Building

The  V i ew
Accommodate up to 300 guests
Year-End Functions & Dances
Weddings & Birthdays
Golf Day Prize Giving
Corporate Events & Conferences
Product Launches

Accommodate up to 80 guests
Conferences & Corporate Events
Baby Showers
Intimate Celebrations
Team Building
Family Events

 A look into your spaces
at Houghton Golf Club

BOOK NOW

All Full Golfing
Members aged 18+

 5 Day Member

Weekday Member
Junior Member
Social Member

9 Holes Member
Sunday PM Member

Contact Crystal for your viewing
events@houghton.co.za

011 728 7337

50% 
 

Venue Discount

25% 

mailto:events@houghton.co.za


From the Captains

Joel Cup – 9 and 16 October 2021

Armistice – 13 and 20 November 2021

Spring has officially sprung and much like the blossoms, we’re

starting to see our longstanding members make their way

back to our fairways. With the rising temperatures and

receding COVID restrictions, I would like to invite all of our

ladies to stay and have a drink after your round on Saturday. 

We seem to be trading out injured players. Just as Debbie

Cloud returned to golf, following a knee op, Dudu Hlatshwayo

was put out of action with a fractured arm. We wish both of

you a speedy recovery and hope to see you back stronger

than before. 

We have a couple of majors coming up towards the end of

the year, so be sure to make a note of the following dates:

In the meantime, here’s a fun fact about women’s golf: The

first official women's golf club, the St. Andrews Ladies Putting

Club, was established in 1867.

STACY MOGALE
LADIES CAPTAIN
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From the Captains

For the first time in many years,

the golf committee elected to

do our annual hollow tining

towards the end of August. With

the course closed for a week

and the greens on the slow side;

it allowed many of our

members to play some of the

other beautiful courses Joburg

has to offer. That being said,

with the various changes to the

course and the greens starting

to take shape, I know we are all

itching to take advantage of the

spring season at Houghton Golf

Club.

 The #LOVEYOURCOURSE
 message has been echoing

around the club for the past few

months. With our bunker

project at the tail end and a

push to get back to some sort of

normal, before you know it,

rakes will soon be back in the

bunkers and we will be playing

the ball as it lies – watch this

space!

 

There are only a few entries left

for our annual internal “away”

trip taking place from the 25th-

27th November 2021. Steyn City,

Blair Atholl and Houghton await;

and together with some great

post-golf events and terrific

prizes, it should be one for the

books. 

The club will be launching

sunrise golf in the next few

weeks, with our members being

prioritised. There will also be

some breakfast specials for the

golfers and we hope you all

enjoy the extra sunny hours on

the course.

In league news, our betterball

team which comprises both of

our home and away teams, have

made the club proud this

season, and the "A" division is

now within our reach. Let’s keep

up the hard work and finish

strong.

In closing, just remember...it is

said that for every extra pitch

mark you fix, you will add a

future birdie to your account

from the golfing.

MATTHEW ROSEN
MEN'S CAPTAIN
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Snaps of the Month
Show off your photography skills and send through your pictures to

Crystal at events@houghton.co.za or 063 700 6185

Barry Sundelson



Golf

Betterball League
Well done to Liad Hardar who has

been instrumental in leading the

Men’s Betterball League Team

currently sitting in 2nd position on

the log and will most definitely

move up into Division 1 next year. I

would like to thank Liad for all his

hard work and commitment over

the past few years!

Pitch marks
With the newly hollow tined

greens, repairing your pitch marks

has become even more vital in

assisting the healing process of our

beautiful greens.

1. Insert pitch repair tool just

outside the back of the ball mark.

Pull the turf towards the centre of

the hole. Repeat this same motion

on all sides of the hole.

2. Gently tap the repaired area

with your putter.

3. This action stretches

undamaged turf over the ball

mark providing instant recovery.
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Upcoming Dates
9th & 16th October

Ladies Joel Cup 

23rd & 30th October 

Men’s Jack Gorley

#LOVEYOURCOURSE
Please remember to refrain from

stepping on the newly planted

sods especially when entering

and exiting the bunkers! Below

is the result of what happens

and the recovery time for the

bunker faces will take much

longer.
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Frequently asked question:

Q. My ball is in ground under repair-what are my options?
A. You may either play your ball as it lies from the ground
under repair or take free relief. 
To take relief, you must find the nearest point of complete

relief from the ground under repair and drop your original ball

or another ball away from the ground under repair and within

one club-length radius of that point not nearer the hole (see

Rule 16.1)

LETITIA ROESTOFF
GOLF DIRECTOR

Staff Training
Congratulations to Mandla,

Thomas, Thabo and Floyd for

successfully completing the

GolfRSA Marshall Training

course through the Club

Managers Association of

South Africa!



CLICK HERE TO
BOOK NOW

mailto:reception@houghton.co.za


Food & Beverage 

Our restaurant and halfway house had a slow start in September

due to the Golf Course Maintenance and religious holidays. We have

done quite a few exciting specials over this time to help

our sales in Food and Beverage and the turnout has been slow but

interest is growing gradually. Thank you to all of the members that

have supported the initiatives! The move to Lockdown level 2 is

most encouraging and we hope to see more events coming through

with restrictions easing up to boost our sales.

 

Check out Chef's recipe of the month:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JON PILLAY
FOOD AND BEVERAGE MANAGER
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Kappy's Korner

Club selection

Short is not so sweet
I’ll bet you that most of your mishit

approaches end up short of the

hole, or the green! In which case

you’re probably clubbing yourself

according to your best strikes, as

opposed to your average shots.

11.

For example, if you can hit a

certain club 150m, but you

normally hit it say 5 or 10m shorter

than that, then it makes sense to

select the club you’d hit that

distance on average.

Rather miss it long with a decent

strike than keep leaving it short

with your normal contact.

RICHARD KAPLAN
HEAD PROFESSIONAL

Above table obtained from 'The Golf Mentor' website



Membership
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Spring is here even though it feels

like we have jumped into the

middle of Summer! With the

weather warming up and Covid

restrictions easing, we are on a

good road to end 2021 on a higher

note!

The month of September also

celebrates Heritage Day on Friday,

the 24th of September, and you

know what that means 

BRAAI TIME! 
Come and enjoy some succulent

steaks and juicy wors! 

Member Golf Rounds
With December slowly creeping

closer and closer, most of our

member's golf rounds are nearly

depleted and top-ups are needed.

Please remember, golf rounds
are not carried over from 
2021 to 2022 - only 10% of the last

purchased golf rounds package

will be carried over:

eg. 20 round playing card 
- 5 rounds leftover by 31 Dec
- 2 rounds will be carried over

Once you have run out of golf

rounds, calculate the estimated

number of times that you will play

golf until the 31st of December

2021 and select the relevant rounds

package.

Golf Round Discounts
When topping up your golf rounds,

you will receive a discount if you

purchase a smaller rounds

package than your first purchase. 

For example, if you finished your 50

rounds package and you want to

top up with 40, 30, 20, 10 or 5

rounds package a discount will be

applied accordingly to the larger

rounds package.

i.e. 50 rounds at R9 000.00 
      = R180.00 per round

You choose to top up with a 
20 round package:
20 x R180.00 = R3 600.00
(20 round standard package
price R5 500.00)

How do I get more rounds?
Please give me a call or pop me a

mail if you are looking at topping

up your rounds for the rest of 2021:

events@houghton.co.za
Payment can then be made via

EFT, swiping your card in the pro

shop or topping up your 

CLUB ACCOUNT on the

Clubmaster app.

Happy Golfing!

CRYSTAL PALFRAMAN
EVENTS & MEMBERSHIP



The Team

 

A s  w e
c o n t i n u e  t o

s t e p  i n t o  t h e
e x t r a o r d i n a r y

a n d  e n s u r e
o u r  m e m b e r s

r e c e i v e  t h e
f u l l  H o u g h t o n

e x p e r i e n c e ,
w e  g r e a t l y
a p p r e c i a t e

a n y  f e e d b a c k .
 

CEO
Robby Richardson | robby@houghton.co.za

 
FINANCIAL MANAGER

Maria Heneke | maria@houghton.co.za
 

MEMBERSHIP & EVENTS
Crystal Palframan | events@houghton.co.za

 
GOLF DIRECTOR

Letitia Roestoff | letitia@houghton.co.za
 

GOLF OPERATIONS
Nico Groenewald | golfops@houghton.co.za

 
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT
Stuart Ross | stuart@houghton.co.za

 
FOOD & BEVERAGE MANAGER

Jon Pillay | catering@houghton.co.za
 

ASSISTANT FOOD & BEVERAGE MANAGER
Kudzi Mafuta |  thelounge@houghton.co.za

 
HEAD CHEF

Alpheus Rubase | chef@houghton.co.za
 

HEAD PROFESSIONAL
Richard Kaplan | kappy@houghton.co.za

 
HIGH-PERFORMANCE PROFESSIONAL

Costanza Trussoni | costi@costanzagolf.com
 

HIGH-PERFORMANCE PROFESSIONAL
Ricki Dembo | rickidembo96@gmail.com

Board

R. Rottanburg (President), A. Diamond (Vice President), D.

Kangisser (Treasurer), M. Rosen (Captain),

M. Kuzwayo (Vice-Captain), S. Mogale (Lady Captain),

J. Joffe, G. Buskin, R. Sacks, G. Josset, R. Kaplan

 

Houghton Golf Club

Osborn Rd, Houghton Estate, Johannesburg, 2198

www.houghton.co.za

Tel: +27 (0)11 728 7337

Broadcast: +27 (0)63 700 6185

Follow and Like us on
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBOaEJLYB9p1S0y2moLRrLA/featured
https://www.facebook.com/HoughtonGC/
https://www.instagram.com/houghtongolfclub/?hl=en

