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From our CEO

Wow , this month of July has

been generally freezing cold .

Brrrrrr !

Despite the cold , I am very

happy that the course condition

has held up so well , and even

though the greens are now

getting to be quite firm there

have been many compliments

on the course conditioning and

maintenance .

With Level 4 Lockdown , July has

obviously been tough for Club

Operations and usage of the

Main Clubhouse has literally

been non-existent putting quite

a dent into the Club ’s Cashflow .

However , we have seen a steady

increase in golf rounds played

and this has been seen at many

of our neighboring clubs as

well .

The bunker upgrades and the

12th hole changes are going

well and we are more or less on

time for the finishing date .

The World Handicapping

System has been a bit of a bone

of contention lately and for the

average player to make all the

relevant calculations to ensure

correct scoring has proven to be

quite tricky . As you are aware ,

Houghton Golf Club has now

been using Scorecapture for

quite some time and this

software is really helping us to

ensure correct scoring for our

weekend competitions . You can

also keep track of your own

scoring by downloading the app

onto your phone and if you do

play at the weekend , your

scores will be automatically

loaded onto the leaderboard . 

As you can imagine I can ’t wait

for the lockdown to be reduced

to a level that sees you all

having the best time at your

club , so until then , stay safe and

take care , 

ROBBY RICHARDSON

CEO
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The Course

If there is one thing consistent

with July, it’s the frosts. Last year

we had it starting a bit earlier in

June, this year was different, the

frosts arrived later and it wasn't as

harsh and was very sporadic. It’s

not good practice to cut greens

when they are frosted so the

maintenance team usually waits

until the greens have thawed a bit

before commencing with relevant

maintenance tasks.

During this time of year, the

maintenance staff are off their

respective machines, getting stuck

into our winter program, i.e, the

things we need to fix / clear out or

construct. This winter, Houghton

Golf Club has decided to “revamp”

the bunkers, the process involves

each individual bunker being

addressed to collectively achieve

the same result regarding

playability, look, and style. The

bunker sand is being removed

from every bunker, sieved, washed,

and replaced. Some bunkers are

getting more of a facelift with

regards to lifting the base,

reworking the drainage, and in

some cases changing the size.

The sieving and washing process

is by far the most time-

consuming project and has a total

of 8 staff completely dedicated to

this task. I have found that

watering the bunkers on the

course for play has indirectly

slowed the sieving process down

due to the sand being too moist

which then takes longer to sieve,

so I have stopped watering the

bunkers that we still need to work

on.

The 12th approach and greens

complex is in the final stages of

shaping as most of the

earthworks have been moved

where needed. Work on the green

should take a few more days to

complete. The removed sod is

being and will be ready for “grow

in”. Fairways are presently being

cut once a week at 14mm, tees

are being cut twice a week at

12mm, this is not at all for growth

but considered a “clean up-cut”

With August around the corner, I

know the winds should start to

pick up as well as the

temperatures which I’m sure we

all are looking forward to.

STUART ROSS
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT

2.



Snaps of the Month

Show off your photography skills and send through your pictures to
Crystal at events@houghton.co.za or 063 700 6185
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Golf

Golf rounds are up and the course is

in great condition for this time of the

year.

Even though rounds are up the

Caddies are not getting as many

bags as they used to and they have

most definitely felt the effects of

Covid. The Caddie upliftment

initiative has been well received and

we encourage all members to have a

look into it

https://bit.ly/3hvAyl7 

The driving range has been busier,

and many new golfers are taking to

the game, and this has being shown

with the increase in 9 hole rounds.

Upcoming dates
31st July: The Olympic Major

31st July: CANSA Charity Golf Drive

                All donations are welcome
7th August: Norman Gordon Trophy 

9th August: Public Holiday

14th August: The Houghton Hunt

Finals

Dress Code
It is forbidden to play golf in

Tracksuit Pants

Houghton Hunt
The final cut to the Top 28 will

be made on the 10th of August .

Top Four Men
1st Jignesh Dave 4032 ,71pts

2nd Gerald Kay 3989 ,31pts

3rd Daniel Bersiks 3797,14pts

4th Rasheed Amod 3749,67pts

Top Four Ladies
1st Dudu Hlatshwayo 9205,67pts

2nd Sue Cogswell 7544 ,59pts

3rd Lesley Solomon 6757,94pts 

4th Susan Vyvyan-Day 6726,83pts

Race to Steyn City
The Race to Steyn City Golden

Bear Event will be held on the

19th , 20th , and the 21st of

November 2021 with the

Olympics Major on the 31st of

July .

Current Top Four:
1st Waseem Seedat 140pts

2nd Derek Rabin 140pts

3rd Dyllan Forman 138pts

4th Ryan Ho 138pts

LETITIA ROESTOFF
GOLF DIRECTOR
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Food & Beverage 
We await some optimistic news

from the command council to lift

the band of alcohol and together

with a fairly good vaccine rollout

for our most venerable age groups

of 35 and above should see more

people wanting to venture out.

This should see our restaurant

getting busier and back to normal

again. 

Check out our Chicken Parmesan

recipe for you to try out at home

and if you don’t feel like it our chef

will gladly make it for you: 

R350.00 serves 4 people or 

R175.00 serves 2 people.

Please place your orders through 

 WhatsApp or call 0733924809. 

JON PILLAY
FOOD AND BEVERAGE MANAGER
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July has been a tough month for

the Food & Beverage department

at the club. We have had two

weeks of NO restaurant sit down

and NO alcohol for a month. We

sent out take-out menus and ran

some specials over this period. We

did okay with this but still a big

drop in sales for the Month. 

We continue to follow strict Covid

protocols and our staff are in the

good habit of sanitizing their hands

frequently and also sanitizing the

tables and chairs after each sit

down in the restaurant. All menus

are sanitized after every use. The

restaurant tables and chairs are

well spaced out for social

distancing. 



Food & Beverage
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Membership

As I reach 3 months with the

Houghton Team, I just want to thank

all of the members and staff for

welcoming me with open arms, this

is truly an amazing club and I am so

grateful to be a part of it! Most of you

have already met me, for those who

haven't, please feel free to pop past

the office and we can have a coffee

and a chat.

We have seen a nice increase in new

members with over 30 new golfers

joining the Houghton Family from

June to date. We are wishing all of

you a warm welcome and happy

golfing! 

Frequently asked questions.

My app says I have -R200.00, why am I
owing money? 

Please do not be alarmed if your

spending account has a '-' in front of

the amount. The '-' indicates that

your account is in credit and no

money is owing.

How do I use my Royalty account?

When paying for your food and

beverage, golf cart, or green fee bill,

ask for the amount to be deducted

from your Royalty account.

With regards to your membership

accounts, the below image is a

snippet from the Clubmaster app

followed by descriptions of each of

the accounts.

SPENDING ACCOUNT:
This account can be used for golf

related payments in the pro shop and

food and beverage purchases where

member's 10% discount will apply.

Please be sure that this account is

always topped up to allow for online

check-in through the app.

ROYALTY ACCOUNT:
This account can only be topped up by

Houghton. Members that renewed and

paid their subs early the year before,

paying social members, and members

that have referred new members will

have money in this account and it can

only be used for 'Club Spend' that

includes food and beverage, golf carts,

and green fee purchases and is on a

'use it or lose it basis'.

CREDIT BOOK:
You can now view your credit with

Kappy in the Pro Shop. This account

reflects your competition vouchers and

can only be used to purchase pro shop

merchandise.

CLUB ACCOUNT:

This account is for your subscription,

playing card, handicap, affiliation, and

extras fees only. Do not use this account

to top up.

CRYSTAL PALFRAMAN
EVENTS & MEMBERSHIP
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POPIA

The Protection of Personal Information Act ("POPIA")

came into effect on the 1st July 2021. POPIA regulates

how we use, store, delete and destroy the personal

information of individuals and juristic persons.

To make sure that you are kept well informed about our

Golf Club and relevant market developments, and to

ensure that we act in the best interests of all of our

members, we obtain and use the information that you

have provided to us.

As a recognised member of the Houghton Golf Club,

whether it be Golf, Spousal or a Social Member, and as

such you are considered a Subscriber to all of our Club

Letters, Club WhatsApp’s, Clubmaster Notifications as

well as any other form of communication utilised by the

Houghton Golf Club.

The Houghton Golf Clubs' primary focus is to provide you

the member with excellent service.

As a club, all of our systems are fully POPIA compliant in

how your information/data is processed, kept and dealt

with as one of our key focuses is to ensure that our

members’ personal information is protected.

Please refer to our website for more information on how

we deal with your information and about our

compliance with POPIA.
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COVID - 19

All golfers to SOCIAL
DISTANCE and stay
more than 3 metres
apart on the putting

green, warm-up green
and teeing areas 

Avoid SOCIAL
GATHERINGS and

check in on the
Clubmaster App 

SELF ISOLATE for 14
days if you are showing

symptoms, feel unwell or
if you have been in

contact with a positive
person 

Wear A MASK at all
times and sanitize

or wash your hands
regularly 
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The Team

 

A s  w e
c o n t i n u e  t o

s t e p  i n t o  t h e
e x t r a o r d i n a r y

a n d  e n s u r e
o u r  m e m b e r s

r e c e i v e  t h e
f u l l  H o u g h t o n

e x p e r i e n c e ,
w e  g r e a t l y
a p p r e c i a t e

a n y  f e e d b a c k .
 

CEO
Robby Richardson | robby@houghton.co.za

 
FINANCIAL MANAGER

Maria Heneke | maria@houghton.co.za
 

MEMBERSHIP & EVENTS
Crystal Palframan | events@houghton.co.za

 
GOLF DIRECTOR

Letitia Roestoff | letitia@houghton.co.za
 

GOLF OPERATIONS
Nico Groenewald | golfops@houghton.co.za

 
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENT
Stuart Ross | stuart@houghton.co,za

 
FOOD & BEVERAGE MANAGER

Jon Pillay | catering@houghton.co.za
 

ASSISTANT FOOD & BEVERAGE MANAGER
Kudzi Mafuta |  thelounge@houghton.co.za

 
HEAD CHEF

Alpheus Rubase | chef@houghton.co.za
 

HEAD PROFESSIONAL
Richard Kaplan | kappy@houghton.co.za

 
HIGH-PERFORMANCE PROFESSIONAL

Costanza Trussoni | costi@costanzagolf.com
 
 
 

Board

R. Rottanburg (President), A. Diamond (Vice President), D.

Kangisser (Treasurer), M. Rosen (Captain),

M. Kuzwayo (Vice-Captain), S. Mogale (Lady Captain),

J. Joffe, G. Buskin, R. Sacks, G. Josset, R. Kaplan

 

Houghton Golf Club

Osborn Rd, Houghton Estate, Johannesburg, 2198

www.houghton.co.za

Tel: +27 (0)11 728 7337

Broadcast: +27 (0)63 700 6185

Follow and Like us on
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